THE HISTORY OF ARCHEOLOGICAL RESEARCH OF THE UNDERGROUND MOSQUE ... 171

YK 902/904 https://doi.org/10.24852/2587-6112.2023.5.171.181
THE HISTORY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH
OF THE UNDERGROUND MOSQUE «KHILVET»!

© 2023 . ML.S. Issayev, T. Apendiyev, G. Batyrbekkyzy, S.T. Shametov

The article presents a schematic overview of the history of archaeological research of the underground
mosque «Hilvet». The study is aimed at reviewing and analyzing the archaeological research of the under-
ground mosque «Hilvet», one of the major centers of Sufism, which made a significant contribution to the
flourishing development of Sufism and served from the XII century to the first half of the XX century. Different
results of archaeological investigations of the underground mosque «Khilvet», repeated reconstruction of the
structure created difficulties in determining the exact history of the construction of the object. Specifying the
terms and history of construction of such historical monuments allows us to generalize the functional and ty-
pological activities of religious underground structures. Expertise and analysis of archaeological data and data
on the underground construction of «Khilvet» were carried out using the methods of historical comparison,
type-inductive differentiation. The work aimed at revealing the meaning of scientifically refined opinions with
an emphasis on methods of comparison and analysis was used in the systematization of data concerning the
time and functional activity of the religious underground structure «Khilvet». Based on the results of repeated
archaeological excavations that began in the first half of the 1970s and lasted for almost 30 years, it was pos-
sible to determine the exact construction date and condition of the original construction of the religious under-
ground structure. The generalization of data from archaeological and historical research works is presented in
scientific circulation with differentiation.

Keywords: archaeology, “Khilvet” underground mosque, “Ghar”, Sufism, Khoja Ahmed Yasawi, histori-
ography, religious construction.

HCTOPHUA APXEOJOI'MYECKOI'O HCCJIEJOBAHUA
MOA3EMHOU MEYETH «XHUJbBET»

M.C. Ucaes, T. Anenaues, I'. Barsipoexknbizbl, C.T. lllameToB

B crarbe mpencraBieH cXeMaTHMYHBI 0030p HCTOPHM apXEOJIOTHUECKOTO HCCIEAOBAHMS IOJ3EMHOMN
MeueTH «XuibBeT». MccnenoBanue HaleaeHo Ha pacCMOTPEHNE U aHATIN3 apXeOoJOTHUYECKUX MCCIeIOBAaHNN
MOA3EMHOM MeueTn «XHUIBBET», OJHOTO M3 KPYMHEHIINX IEHTPOB cy(uiickoro y4deHus, ciyxusiiero ¢ XII
1 710 cepennHbl XX BEKOB, BHECIINN 3HAYUTEIHHBIN BKIAA B MPOIBETAIOIIEE Pa3BUTHE CY(PHICKOTO YUCHHUS.
Pe3ynbraTsl apXeoJ0rMYeCcKUX HCCIENOBAaHUH, TIPOBEICHHBIX HAa MOA3EMHONW MEYEeTH «XWIBBET» Pa3HATCH,
TaK KakK 3[JaHHE HEOJHOKPAaTHO CHOCWIOCH M MEPECTPanBaIOCh, YTO CO3/aJ0 TPYAHOCTH B ONPEAEICHHUH
TOYHOM UCTOPHH CTPOUTEIHCTBA 00BEKTA. Y TOUHEHUE JaThl M HICTOPHH BO3BEACHUS MTOJOOHBIX HCTOPUIECKUX
MaMSITHUKOB TO3BOJISIET 0000IIUTH ()YHKIMOHAIBHO-THIIOIOTMYECKYIO AESTEIILHOCTD MOI3EMHBIX KYIBTOBBIX
coopy-xeHuil. O030pbl M aHATTN3 aAPXEOJIOTMYECKUX CBEJICHUH U TAHHBIX O MOJI36MHOM COOPY>KEHUH « XUIHBET»
MPOBOIMJINCH METOJaMU HMCTOPHYECKOTO CPAaBHEHHUsS THIIOBO-MHAYKTHBHOHW nuddepenimanuu. Otnaas
MPEAIOYTCHUE METOAAM CPAaBHEHUWS M aHaN3a, NPH CUCTEMAaTH3alMM JAHHBIX, OTHOCSIIUXCS KO BPEMEHHU
CTPOUTEJILCTBA M (DYHKLMOHAIBHOW HNEATEIbHOCTH PEIMIHO3HOIO IMOAMOJIBHOrO coopyxkeHus «KpumysTy,
ObUTM HMCIIONB30BaHbl PaOOTHI, HANIPABICHHBIC HAa BBIABICHHE CMbICIA HAay4YHO BBISICHEHHBIX MHeHHH. Ilo
pe3ynbTaTaM HEOJHOKPAaTHBIX apXEOJOTMYECKHX pAacKOINOK, HadaBIIMXCS B MepBod mnosoBuHe 1970-x
TOJIOB U MpojoiKaBIIuXcs Moyt 30 JIeT, yaanoch ONpeaesIuTh TOYHBIN CPOK CTPOUTENBCTBA M COCTOSHUE
MEPBOHAYAIBHOTO CTPOUTENHCTBA PETUTHO3HOTO MOI3EMHOTO coopyxkeHnusa. COOp MTaHHBIX apXeoJOTHIECKHUX
Y UCTOPHUICCKUX UCCIIeTOoBaHMH nudPpepeHInpoBaH U MPEACTABICH B HAYIHBIA 000POT.

' The article was prepared as part of the implementation of the grant funding project of the Ministry of Culture and Sports
of the Republic of Kazakhstan «History of the spiritual underground mosques of Kazakhstan and the museumification of
the «underground mosque of «Khilvet» (registration number: BR10164268).

2 CraTbsl MOATOTOBIICHA B paMKaX peajiM3allié MPOEKTa IPaHTOBOrO (DPMHAHCHPOBAHMS MHUHHCTEPCTBA KYJIBTYPHI H
cnopra Pecrryommmkn Kazaxcran «lcTtopust JyXOBHBIX TOI3eMHBIX MedeTeil Kazaxcrana m My3eepukanus «mmoa3eMHON
MeueTH «XuiBeT» (perucTparroHHbii Homep: BR10164268).
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Introduction

«Khilvet» underground mosque
(Fig. 1) is an underground building located
140 meters south-west from the mausoleum of
Khoja Ahmed Yasawi. The name of the under-
ground building is related to the historical secret
of the concept of «Khilvet», M. Tuyakbaev cites
that the concept of «Khalauaty» appeared in the
X century. The word «Khalawat» comes from
the Arabic word «Khalawatun» - the desire to
live alone, at the same time, S. Davydov says
that «Khilvet» means «secret» in the Turkmen
language (Tuyakbayev, 2000, p. 41).

The main part of the «Khilvety mosque is
the underground «Cave (Ghar)» and the rooms
«Meshit» or «Shildekhana» built above it.
«Khilvety mosques consist mainly of «Ghar»
and «Shildekhana» rooms, we can see from
the construction of «Aulie Kumshik Ata» and
«Kishi Khilvet» (Small Khilvet) mosques, and if
«Shildekhana» is partially underground, «Ghar»
must be located under its floor (Tuyakbayev,
2000, p. 42). «Ghar» is a place where Sufis are
isolated and pray. «Shildekhana» is a private
room where religious rituals are performed for
spiritual purification. At first, orthodox Islamic
rulers and aristocracy did not recognize the prin-
ciples of «Khalawatiya» and persecuted them.
Therefore, members of the movement need a
secret place to preach their ideas and positions, to
perform religious rituals and rituals. Community
members, who initially used caves and cellars as
places of prayer, began to turn their secret places
into mosques. From this, it can be concluded that
«Khilvet» underground mosques appeared.

The Nasabnama chronicle, written by Maulai-
na Safiaddin, the niece of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi,
states that Khoja Ahmed Yasawi's father Ibra-
him Shaykh himself imamized more than thirty
underground «Khilvet»y mosques, and Ahmed
himself taught more than fifty Khilvet, appoint-
ing their imams from among his students.

Archaeological researches in the vicinity of
the city of Turkestan, including the mausoleum
of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi, begin only from the first
years of the Soviet era, that is, from the 1920s.
However, archival materials and literature contain
general descriptions from the writings of Russian
officers and other travelers. Between 1922 and

1927, several research expeditions were orga-
nized under the leadership of the Central Admin-
istration of Archives and Sredazkomstaris for the
Turkish republics. Archival documents show that
these studies were limited to taking architectural
measurements and taking pictures of the mauso-
leum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi, taking measures
for repair work, and did not pay attention to the
construction of underground mosques.

The D. Nechkin archaeological expedition,
established in 1922-1923 on a special assign-
ment of the Central Department for Archives of
the Republic of Turkmenistan, is photograph-
ing the mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi
with architectural dimensions. Based on this,
measures were taken to remove the monument
for protection and carry out repair work. The
expedition included A. Semenov, A. Schmidt
and engineer S.Orlov  (Mironov, 1926,
p. 28).

In 1925 B. Denike and engineer M. Logi-
nov during the archaeological expedition of
the cities of Zhetysu and Turkestan, did not go
further than taking architectural measurements
and taking photographs of the mausoleum of
Khoja Ahmed Yasawi (Mironov, 1926, p. 30).
The work of these archaeological expeditions is
limited to making architectural measurements
and photographs, taking measures for preser-
vation and repair of the monument. As a result
of this expedition, in 1924 research was carried
out on the foundation of the mausoleum of
Khoja Ahmed Yasawi (Umnyakov, 1926, p. 30).
The first archaeological study of the mausoleum
of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi was conducted in 1928
under the supervision of M. Masson. A special
article and monographic work by M. Masson was
published about this (Masson, 1929, p. 21-68).
However, none of these works report archaeolog-
ical investigations of the underground «Khilvet»
mosque.

It is partially found in the works of foreign
scientists related to underground spiritual and
religious places. Sufi tradition in the studies of
foreign researchers such as M. Brokesap (Broke-
sap, 1987), P. Frose (Frose, 2005), M. Kemper
(Kemper, 2009), E. Tasar (Tasar, 2018) in the
Soviet period related to the religious situation in
Central Asia and Kazakhstan , conclusions and
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Fig. 1. «Khilvet» underground mosque.
Puc. 1. Ilogzemnas MmeueTh « XHIBBETY.

data about underground mosques and holy places
were specially considered.

In the territory of Kazakhstan, there are many
underground religious buildings in the Mangistau
region. Many of the underground buildings in the
Mangistau region are connected with the name
of Beket ata. «The largest number of monuments
and places of worship in Kazakhstan are located
here» (Koshim et.al, 2020, p. 33-41). Similar
to the underground mosques of the Turkestan
region, underground mosques in this region
served as mosques and «Ghar» rooms.

The study of the history, functional function
and architectural features, the spiritual potential
of religious buildings and sacred sites, including
underground mosques, as a material cultural
heritage of Kazakhstan, will allow our country
to conduct a historical analysis of the spread of
Islam and the specific features of the development
and formation of religious traditions.

Full-fledged comprehensive research in the
field of domestic historical science on the history
of spiritual underground mosques in Kazakhstan,
their functional activities, and architectural
specifics has not been conducted. Nevertheless,
they occupy a special place in the history and
cultural and spiritual life of our country.

In the course of research work on underground
mosques, which are historical and material
cultural heritage, it is necessary to collect histori-
cal written data and legends, and conduct their
scientific examination. Comparison of the
collected material with historical data, obtained
historical, social, and cultural information makes
it possible to identify the spiritual and cultural
potential of underground mosques.

Currently, an important issue is determining
the scientific, technical, economic, social and
organizational conditions necessary to protect
underground mosques in Kazakhstan from
natural and anthropogenic damage that are
registered, not removed, and their connection to
a tourist site. For this purpose, the study of the
history of underground mosques in the country,
adequate promotion of the collected scientific
data and data becomes an urgent issue.

The variety of research results related to the
identification of the history and activities of the
underground mosque «Khilvet», the years of
construction, repeated changes in construction,
and difficulties in determining the exact period
of improvement. Only thanks to years of
archaeological research work, it was possible
to draw accurate conclusions. Determining the
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Fig. 2. The A.L.Shmidt’s layout of the «Big Khilvet»
mosque. 1940 y.
Puc. 2. Maket meueTu "bonpmioit XuibpBet",
BeimoHeHHBIA AL JL. [IImuarom. 1940 1.

history and dates of construction of underground
mosques allows us to accurately summarize the
typological function of these structures.

Analysis and analysis of historical data on
the underground mosque «Khilvety was carried
out using historical comparative and historical-
typological, inductive methods. Priority was
given to methods of comparison and analysis,
aimed at revealing data on the period of activity
and construction of the underground mosque
«Khilvet», the content of scientifically formulated
facts.

There is reason to believe that the first
archaeological studies of the underground
mosque «Khilvety began in 1940 with the
layout, designed by the architect (in the scientific
literature, once a sculptor, once an archaeologist,
once a traveler) A. Schmidt (Fig. 2). This is
due to the fact that archaeological studies of
the underground mosque «Khilvet» are almost
entirely based on this layout. As you know, the
creation of the layout of the capital construction
of the underground mosque «Khilvet» was not
without archaeological research. In the work of
E. Smagulov, F. Grigoriev, A. Itenov «Essays on
the history and archaeology of middle-century

Turkestan» «before the destruction of the great
sword in 1940, the architect A. Schmidt devel-
oped a model of the interior made of wood and
papier-mache (Fig. 3). It can be used to determine
the appearance of a mosque in the first half of the
twentieth century (Smagulov, Grigor’ev, Itenov,
1999, p. 138).

The correctness of the layout is confirmed by
the oral data of old-timers that the underground
mosque «Khilvety operated until the 1940s, and
secondly, in the book of the famous Russian
orientalist V. Gordlevsky «Concept of the histo-
ry of the Turkestan sanctuary «about «Khilvety:
«until the first half of the twentieth century,
followers of the path of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi
instead of his worship gathered thousands (up to
twenty thousand)» (Smagulov, Grigor’ev, Itenov,
1999, p. 136) - provides information. The search
for articles and a written report by A. Schmitd on
the conducted research has not yet ended in vain.
According to the layout, the underground «Khil-
vety mosque has an area of 20.5x11.5 m? and
descended from the northeast to the southwest
(Senigova, 1977, p. 47).

However, as a result of archaeological research
conducted in subsequent years, the remains of the
walls of the original construction of the under-
ground mosque «Khilvety» were discovered,
which revealed a discrepancy between these walls
and the layout developed by A. Schmidt. As it is
proved that the construction of the underground
mosque «Khilvety consists of several stages
(Smagulov, Grigor’ev, Itenov, 1999, p.138).

A thorough archaeological study of the under-
ground mosque «Khilvet» began in 1972-1973.
In 1972-1973, the Institute of History, Archeol-
ogy and Ethnology of the Academy of Sciences
of the Kazakh SSR together with the Ministry of
Culture of the Kazakh SSR conducted archaeo-
logical studies of monuments in the protected area
of the Khoja Ahmet Yasawi memorial complex
in Turkestan. Among the religious structures in
which archaeological excavations are conducted
are «Small Khilvet», «Childekhana» and «Big
Khilvet» (Senigova, 1977, p. 42).

M. Tuyakbayev writes that such historical
sites as «Small Khilvet», «Big Khilvet» were
demolished in 1942, and the bricks were used to
build a fat plant in Turkestan (Tuyakbayev, 2000,
p. 42). However, evidence of the reconstruc-
tion and operation of the underground mosque
«Khilvet» by the Sufis in the Soviet period is not
found in the scientific literature. In the report of
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the senior inspector of the authority for religious
customs affairs under the Council of Ministers of
the Kazakh SSR P. Galikhaidarov dated Septem-
ber 20, 1948, it is stated that the underground
mosque «Khilvet» was demolished in 1932-1933
(SA RF, ¢. P-6991, n. 414, n. 132). This was
the first demolition of the underground mosque
«Khilvety in Soviet times.

In Soviet time, the underground «Khil-
vety mosque was demolished and seized for
the construction of a building materials cream-
ery (Smagulov, Grigor’ev, Itenov, 1999, p.
138) T. Senigova was unable to conduct large-
scale archaeological excavations, as the pres-
ence of other extensions above the underground
mosque, built and operating in the Soviet period,
prevented the full excavation. Only by digging 3
trenches in an easterly direction along the north-
east wall and 3 trenches in a northerly direction
to determine the direction of the main wall and
the A. Schmidt of this wall. Having determined
that it corresponds to the layout developed by A.
Schmitt, based on the examination of ceramic
dishes found during excavations of the inte-
rior of the underground mosque «Khilvet», the
building was built in the XV-XVI centuries,
«he concludes (Senigova, 1977, p. 58). During
these archaeological excavations, research is also
conducted inside the «Ghar» premises (Fig. 4, 5,
6). About it T. Senigova: «at the bottom there is
an entrance to the underground room - «Ghar»

Fig. 3. The A.L.Shmidt’s model of the inte-
rior of the «Big Khilvety mosque. Made of
wood and papier-mache.

Puc. 3. Maket unTEephEpa MEUETH
«bonb1iol XuibBET), BHITOJIHCHHBIN
AJL HImuarom. M3roToBnieH U3 aepesa u
narbe-Marie.

is made in the form of an oval well (hatch) with
a diameter of 75x90 cm and a depth of 1.10 cm.
Then there is a long corridor surrounded by a box
wall, with four brick stairs. The corridor leading
to the «Ghary is oriented to the east, like a mihr-
ab, and ends with an arch of 12 baked ceramic
(brick) slabs. The width of the arch is two bricks
(55 cm). Corridor 40 cm depending on the main
size of the arch tapers to 50 cm up until it expand-
ed. «Ghary has a square shape (1.34x1.34 m) and
is crowned with a dome; the floor is lined with
baked bricks. Two opposite walls of «Ghar» have
one recess lined with bricks in the corner. Groove
height 50 cm, width 30 cm. Opening depth
25-27 cm. (Senigova, 1977, p. 48-50),— gives
a definition.

Incomplete archaeological excavations of the
external walls of the object by T. Senigova did
not allow us to accurately determine the period
of construction of the building. Analyzing the
findings during archaeological excavations,
T. Senigova mistakenly concludes that the age
of the building is the XV-XVI centuries. Vessels
typical of the XV-XVI centuries found inside the
building are probably evidence that the under-
ground mosque «Khilvet» has not stopped its
activity since that era. Analyzing the archaeo-
logical excavations carried out in 1972-1973,
in 1979, archaeological research was carried
out by E. Smagulov, and A. Schmidt found that
the layout of the Big Khilvet complex is created
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Fig. 4. The door of the underground room — «Ghary. Fig. 5. The corridor of the underground room — «Ghary.
Puc. 4. [IBeps noxzemMHoro nomemeHus — «lap. Puc. 5. Kopunop noazemuoro nomereHus — «l'apy.

A o & < i

Fig. 6. «Ghar» has a square shape (1.34%1.34 m) and is crowned with a dome.
Puc. 6. «["'ap» umeet xkBanparayro ¢opmy (1,34%1,34 M) 1 yBeHYaH KYTIOJIOM.
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through diversified premises, which consist of
two stages of construction.

During the archaeological excavations
conducted in 1979, it is noted that the under-
ground mosque «Khilvet» is located under-
ground for almost half the height of the entire
wall. However, the question of whether the
underground «Khilvety mosque was original-
ly built as a partially underground structure or
whether the walls were partially buried in the
ground due to the growth of the cultural layer
that remained around it was not answered. But
this study claims that the «Ghar» room of Khoja
Ahmed Yasawi, who, after reaching the age of the
prophet, went underground and spent the rest of
her life there, could have been minted in the XII
century». According to folk legend, the oldest
room is «Khilvety, and it is there that the mosque
«Ghary is located, which is believed to have lived
before the death of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi, and is
located under the floor in the corridors. That is,
its construction can be attributed to the XII centu-
ry» (Smagulov, Grigor’ev, Itenov, 1999, p.141).

During an archaeological survey conducted in
1979, E. Smagulov reported that the roofs of the
Great Hall where the General Assembly is held,
which is the main room of the underground «Khil-
vet» mosque, were supported by sixteen columns
(Fig. 7) and that the columns were relief Turkes-
tan ornaments, the original columns of which are
currently located in the exhibition in the Tashkent
Art Museum of G. Pugachenkova «On carved
wooden columns of the XIV-XV century Turke-
stan» (Pugachenkova, 1948, p. 40-53), referring
to his work.

The second stage of construction was built into
this great hall, so the entrance door was placed
on the west wall of the Great Hall. The second
stage of construction includes rooms. This part
mainly consists of utility rooms. As it was estab-
lished during the excavations of these rooms, the
structures of the second stage were not built at the
same time. This is because the floor level in each
room is different than in written research reports.

In the article «Religious buildings»
of E. Smagulov, F. Grigoriev, A. Itenov, the under-
ground mosque «the room has a domed roof»,
— expressed the opinion (Smagulov, Grigor’ev,
Itenov, 1999, p. 141).The domed Dome of any of
the Middle Ages is a sign of history. The origin of
the central mausoleum of Central Asia from the
temples of the East is associated with the fact that
some religions found in Asia are prepared for the

Eastern origin of the construction of Khorasan,
Maverannahr and widespread Islam, domed
structures, mausoleums, if a complex study of
social and ideological aspects is carried out (Bait-
enov et.al, 2019, p. 80-93).

In 1982, the underground mosque «Khilvet»
was repaired by the institution «Kazkaitazhan-
gyrtu». According to the data from the depart-
mental archive of the institution «Kazkaitazhan-
gyrtu», «during the study of preliminary design
work in 1980, it was found that only the remains
of the walls of the «Shildehana» room were
preserved. The project was developed based on
the layout of A. Schmidt, made in the 40s, for
restoration work. According to this project, resto-
ration work was carried out» (Kazkajtazhangyrtu
... k. I: 1). It seems that even after the archaco-
logical research carried out in 1972-73, there
were no significant changes in the underground
mosque «Khilvet». After all, there are no signifi-
cant differences compared to the documents
of the research carried out by the institution
«Kazkaitazhangyrtu» for design work and the
records of T. Senigova who conducted archaeo-
logical excavations in 1972—1973. According to
the layout, eighteen rooms were indicated, but
only two were preserved until the start of recon-
struction. The walls of the rooms were also demol-
ished, but they were rebuilt under the auspices of
unknown sympathizers. The restoration project,
carried out in 1982, included the south-eastern
wall, and 8 previously built rooms were restored
according to the layout (Kazkajtazhangyrtu ...
f.1:1).

In 1997, the design and engineering institu-
tion «Kazkaitazhangyrtu» conducted a full-scale
external inspection of the building of the under-
ground mosque «Khilvet», as a result of which
deviations from the construction design system
were revealed. According to the departmental
archive of this institution, «it was found that
the distances of the main columns, the joints of
the rafters, the composition of the roof and the
geometric dimensions of the walls were not
observed» (Kazkajtazhangyrtu ... f. I: 1).

The next archaeological excavations of the
underground mosque «Khilvet» were carried
out in 1996 at the expense of the «Azret Sultan»
State Historical and Cultural Reserve-Museum
under the leadership of archaeologists E. Smagu-
lov and M. Tuyakbayev. M. Tuyakbayev's article
«Archaeological research in Big Khilvet» notes
that determining the age of the «Ghar» room
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Fig. 7. The main room of the underground «Khilvet» mosque and columns.
Puc. 7. OcHOBHOM 3aJ1 TOA3EMHON MeUeTH « XHUIbBET» U KOJOHHBI.

is the main goal of archaeological excavations
(Tuyakbayev, 2000, p. 42—48).

During the excavations, it was found that the
construction time of the «mosque» and «Ghar»
was of two types. This is due to the fact that the
mismatch of the walls of the current underground
mosque with the walls of the «Ghar» indicates
that the mosque room was rebuilt later or on
the site of a demolished building. The written
report on this stressed that «first of all, the direc-
tion of the walls of the «Ghar» and the walls of
the Mosque room located above it is somewhat
inconsistent, with an oblique angle to one of
them (about 15 degrees). Even in the layout of
A. Schmidt, these walls do not coincide exactly
in the same way. The south-western wall of the
mosque passes over the «Ghar». The discrepancy
between the walls of the «Ghar» and the walls of
the mosque room indicates that the two buildings
are not related to each other in terms of construc-
tion time» («Azret Sultany ... f. 6: 1).

The main archaeological work was carried
out on the outside of the «Ghar» wall. During the
initial survey work for excavation (pit) at a depth

of more than one meter, the place of the wall
knocked out of the reeds is found. The construc-
tion volume on this wall is about a meter less than
the current wall of the «mosque», but it is paral-
lel to the current wall, that is, it is inclined about
15 degrees from the «Ghar» wall». The topmost
«Ghar» flap is about a meter below. From here,
the fired ceramic floor of the mosque room is
also tilted by 15 degrees. The conclusion from
this shows that the wall of the mosque, forged
from reeds, was also laid after the construction
of «Ghar». This is stated in M. Tuyakbayev's
article «Archaeological research in Big Khilvet,
which» indicates that the wall of reeds is the site
of a former mosque from the current «mosque,
but was built after the «Ghar» room (Tuyak-
bayev, 2000, p. 42-48).This article claims that on
top of the «Ghar» there used to be a structure in
the shape of another square or circle, and later a
«mosque» was built instead, possibly built in the
XV century.

The above evidence suggests that the under-
ground «Khilvet» mosque may have been rebuilt
from burnt ceramics during the time of Amir
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Timur during the construction of the mausoleum
of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi. M. Tuyakbayev's article
«Archaeological research in Big Khilvet» states
that «the reconstruction of «Khilvet» from burnt
bricks is connected with the Timurid period, the
construction of the mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed
Yasawi. In those days, in addition to the mauso-
leum, in the direction of «Pilgrimage (ziyarat)»
included «Khilvet» and the residential building
of Ahmed Yasawi (now the site of the «Zhuma
(Friday)» mosque, located near the mausoleum
of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi) and the burial places
of his relatives. Amir Timur was also interested
in places associated with the name of Yasawi,
and intended to make a full pilgrimage. During
the pilgrimage, you could see the pathetic «Khil-
vety, built of reeds. Thus, the current floor level
of the mosque «room rose 80 cm higher than the
original, and the «Ghar» went deeper by another
meter. The wall of the well (hatch) «Ghary is addi-
tionally lined with nine rows of ceramics. This
can be easily determined by the image of the
well (manhole) shown during the explosion. The
walls of the square in front of the entrance to the
«Ghar» were raised by nine more rows of brick-
work and surrounded and reinforced with logs on
four sides. Rafters were also installed over the
entrance arch, thus trying to reduce the weight
from above» (Tuyakbayev, 2000, p. 42).

Despite the fact that the age of the buildings
on the «Ghar» was determined in the course of
previous archaeological research, the actual issue
remained determining the time of construction
of the «Ghar» premises. To achieve this goal, in
1996, archaeologists conducted excavations on
the outside of the «Ghary» wall. During the exca-
vation, fragments of pottery were found in the soil
outside the wall. Examination of parts of the finds
shows that they are characteristic of the X—XII
centuries. In addition, the walls of «Ghar» have
dimensions of about 24x27 cm. large ceramics
were widely used in the XI-XII centuries. This
was reported by M. Tuyakbayev «dimensions
24x27;25%26; 26x26 cm. such bricks that will be
in the XI-XII centuries. Central Asia, it is known
for its numerous ritual and memorial struc-
tures. The same bricks were used in the construc-
tion of the walls of the first stage of the mauso-
leum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi, which differ from
the bricks of the second stage, created specifi-
cally for the mausoleum between the XIV and
XV centuries. At the first stage of construction,

they demolished the old buildings that were part
of the territory of the future mausoleum, and used
them to build the lower parts of the walls. This
is the reason for the anomalies of bricks of the
first stage of construction «Khilvety from 24
cm to 27 cm» («Azret Sultan» ...f. 6, p. 2),
concludes.

Also in 1972-1973, archaeological exca-
vations were carried out in the north-western
part of «Khilvety, where no excavations were
carried out due to the construction of outbuild-
ings. However, since this part of the building is
an additional service part built in the XVIII-XX
centuries, according to the decision of experts, it
was suggested that it has no historical or archi-
tectural value.

In 1999, the Turkestan branch of the
Kazkaitazhangyrtu institution excavated the
north-western part of the building. But this year,
only the layer that is characteristic of the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries is revealed.

In 2000, archaeological research will
resume. In the course of this research, it was
discovered that the north-western part of the
building was reconstructed in the XIX century
according to the layout of A. Schmidt.

According to the archaeological research of
T. Senigova, conducted in 1996 in 1972—-1973,
the construction of the «Ghar» is characteristic of
the XII century it was argued that the prevailing
opinion that it was built was a hasty statement
that part of the underground mosque «Khilvety,
which was considered the first, actually belonged
to a later construction.

After analyzing the results of the above-
mentioned archaeological studies, we can see that
the underground mosque «Hilvet « was studied
by archaeologists at different levels. Analyzing
the research data and written reports, we can
draw the following conclusions. Archaeological
studies conducted in different years by T. N.
Senigova and E. Smagulov showed that the
date of construction of the underground mosque
«Khilvet» in the XV-XVIII centuries is a mosque
that was rebuilt over an ancient mosque minted
from reeds in the XIII-XIV centuries. The first
underground mosque «Khilvet» was a building
consisting of only two rooms. These are: a round
room for making «dhikr» on «Ghar» and a
mosque with a square-shaped mihrab. Over time,
the underground «Khilvet» gradually expanded
to its current size.



180 ISSAYEVM.S., APENDIYEV T. ...

APXEOJIOTUS EBPASUMCKUX CTEIIEU Ne5, 2023

Based on the analysis of archaeological
research, our article fully proves that the «Ghar»
and the underground circular mosque built on
top of it were built in the XII century. This is
evidenced by fragments of ceramic objects found
during the excavation of the Ghar room, and
square-shaped ceramics, approximately 24x27
cm in size, with the walls of the Ghar. Scientific
expertise has established that the found ceramic
objects belong to the X-XII centuries, and
ceramics measuring 24x27 cm are widely used in
other historical monuments of Central Asia and
Kazakhstan dating back to the X—XII centuries,
was discovered on the basis of an analysis of
archaeological research.

Theundergroundmosque«Khilvet»wasstudied
by archaeologists at different levels. Analyzing
the research data and written reports, we can draw
the following conclusions. Archaeological studies
conducted in different years by N. Senigova and
E.Smagulov showed that the date of construction
of the underground mosque «Khilvet» in the XV—
XVIII centuries is a mosque that was rebuilt over
an ancient mosque minted from reeds in the XIII—
XIV centuries. The first underground mosque
«Khilvety was a building consisting of only two
rooms. These are: a round room for building
«dhikr» on «Ghar» and a mosque with a square-
shaped mihrab. Over time, the underground
«Ghar» mosque gradually expanded to its current
size.

In connection with the construction of the
mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi in the late
XIV and XV centuries, the former «Khilvety
was demolished and rebuilt in its place from
burnt ceramics. The floor level has undergone
significant changes due to the fact that several

repairs have been carried out on this part, which
is built of brick.

It is known that in the second half of the XVI
century, Khan Abdullah II made repairs to the
portal and roof of the mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed
Yasawi and built a bathhouse and a madrasah. It
is impossible not to make repairs and take into
account the opinion of the representatives of
the major local religions, seeing in this visit the
north-western wall of the underground mosque
«Khilvet», which was knocked out of the rubble.
Therefore, we conclude that the Northern
Economic part of the underground mosque
«Khilvet» was founded in the last quarter of the
XVI century with burnt pottery.

In conclusion, the underground mosque
«Khilvety was built underground in the first
version, which was transformed into a semi-
underground mosque under the influence
of subsequent construction and repair. The
underground mosque «Khilvet», as the main center
that created the conditions for the widespread and
successful spread of Sufism among the Turkic
peoples, is a unique religious structure that has
its own influence on its widespread spread.

Thus, in the course of our research, it was
established that the underground mosque «Khil-
vety was built underground in the original version,
and then transformed into a semi-underground
mosque under the influence of several subse-
quent construction and repair works. In addition,
earlier in archeology, it was concluded that the
main part of the underground mosque «Khilvet»
was built in the XII century and since then has
become the main center that contributed to the
widespread spread of Sufism among the Turkic
peoples.
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