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O BYJITAPCKOHW ®OPTUD®UKAIIUU X-XI BEKOB
HA TEPPUTOPUU 3AKAMbBbA

© 2018 . A. M. I'y6aiiayniiun

CraThsl MOCBSAIICHA HEKOTOPBIM BOIIpocaM (hopTH(HKAIINN TTOCEICHHUH OJHOTO M3 OCHOBHBIX PETHOHOB,
BXOJIMBIIMX B bynrapckoe rocynapcrBo, KOTOPbIMU SIBIISIIOTCS JIECOCTENHbIE TEPPUTOPUH, PACIIOIOKEHHbIE
B JieBoOepekbe pek Bonrn m Kambl. IMeHHO 31ech pacmosararoTcsi OMHN W3 HanOojiee paHHUX TaMSTHUKOB
Oynrap, 1aTUPOBAaHHBIX X BEKOM. APXEOJIOTHIECKIE NCCIICA0BAHUS OYIrapCKUX YKPETUICHHBIX ITOCEICHNHN 1 X
000pPOHUTEIBHBIX COOPYIKEHUH MMO3BOJISIOT IPOCICAUTH pa3BUTHE (HOPTUDUKAIIMY HA TEPpUTOPUHN Bormkckoin
Bynrapuu Ha pOTSHKEHUM HECKOIBKUX BEKOB. JIOBOJIBHO «IIPOCTHIEY» 00BbEKThI 000POHBI HAYaILHOTO IIEPHO/IA
HCTOPUHU CTAHOBJICHHUS ATOTO TOCYNAPCTBA SBISIOTCS OCHOBOU MOCIEAYIOMUX 00JIee MOIIHBIX KOHCTPYKITHH,
MTOCTPOCHHBIX U3 JiepeBa U 3eMii. He cMOTps Ha HEOOIBITOE KOTUISCTBO M3BECTHRIX HAa CETOMHANIHUHN JCHB
paHHUX TAMATHUKOB (DOPTHQHUKAIINH, MBI UMEeM IPEACTaBICHHEe 00 OCHOBHBIX THIIaX OOOPOHHUTEIHHBIX
COOpyXeHHUl 3Toro BpeMeHH. KpoMe caMuX YKpeIuieHHBIX ITOCEICHUH, JaHHAs TepPUTOpPHUs Oblia Takke
3alUIleHA ¥ «ECTECTBEHHOU (opTH]HKAMeH), HAPUMEP MacCUBaAMH JISCOB, KOTOPbIC CYIIECTBOBAIU B
JIPEBHOCTH U UCIIOIB30BAIUCH I 000POHBI B TCUCHUE HECKOIBKHUX CTONEeTHH, BILTOTH A0 X VII-XVIII Bexos.

KuaroueBble cioBa: apxeonorusi, Cpemnme Beka, Bomxkckas bymrapws, Tomorpadwus, ropomuiia,

dhopruduxarms.

OpHuM U3 TIaBHBIX (DAaKTOPOB MPOCTpaH-
CTBEHHOTO DPa3MEIEHHUsI JTIOOBIX YKPEIUICHHBIX
MOCEJICHUH, a TaKKe (OPMHUPOBAHUS U PA3SBUTHS
WX TUIIOB BCerna ObUIM MPUPOIHO-Treorpadude-
CKHE YCJIOBHS TE€X WJIM MHBIX TEPPUTOPUH.

Tepputopuss 3akambsi, cocTosIIas B
OCHOBHOM M3 paBHUH, Oblia Haumbosee Omaro-
MPUATHON JUISl BENECHUS CEIBCKOIO XO34MCTBA,
YTO TAKXKE MPEAONPEEIUIIO JI0BOJIBHO PaBHO-
MEpHOE€ pachpenesieHne ropoauin Bomkckoin
Bynrapuu no Bcemy pernony. IMeHHO 371€eCh HE
no3xke X—XI BB. BO3HMKAKOT OJHU W3 TEPBBIX
YKpeIUIEHHBIX moceeHui Oyarap. OcHOBHAs UX
JacTh HaXOAWJIAch B OacceiiHax pp. bonbmioro u
Mauioro Yepemmana, [lemmel, Axras, be3nnsl,
Cynpuu. OHM TOKPBIBAJIA CETHIO BCIO MECTHOCTb,
KOHTPOJIUPYS CETBCKYIO OKPYTY.

Ha ceronnsmauii n1esp B 3akambe 000po-
HUTEJIbHBIE JIMHUU W3Yy4YeHbl y 16 MaMsATHUKOB.
W3 sToro umcia BBI3BIBAIOT MHTEPEC OOOPOHU-
TEJBHBIE COOPYXEHUS HEOOJBIIUX TOPOJIHIII,
COCTABJISIBIIUX OCHOBHYIO MAacCy YKPEIJICHHBIX
MOCEJICHUN M SIBIISIONIUXCS T0Ka3aTelIeM BCEro
YPOBHS Pa3BUTHSI BOCHHO-UHKEHEPHOTO Jiejia B
paHHui niepuoz ucropuu Bomxckon bynrapun.
B kauecTBe mprMepOB MbI IPUBJIEKIU CBEICHUS
II0 TPEM M3 HUX: 3TO ropoxauma Tankeesckoe I,
AnpapeeBckoe U «JleBUUmil TOpOIOK».

TankeeBckoe I ropoauiie HaxoguTcs Ha
neBom Oepery p. Crapas PeiTBHHA mpaBoro
nputoka p. YTka. llamMsATHHUK pacnoyiokeH Ha
MOTYETHIPEXYTOJILHOM MBICY KOPEHHON TEPPACHI.
3anumaemas miomaap — 6 ra. Jlunuu ykperuie-

HUI TOpOJMINA COCTOST M3 JBYX BaJIOB U JBYX
pBoB. CoBpeMeHHasi BBICOTa OOOPOHHUTEIHHBIX
Haceine 2-2,5 M, mmpuna okono 10 M, riryOu-
Ha pBoB 1-1,5 M, mupuHa 68 M. YKpemieHHoe
MOCEJICHHUE JaTUPYETCs TOJIBKO JIOMOHTOJIbCKUM
MEPUOIOM, TMPUYEM OHO BO3HUKIIO HE TIO3XKe
BTOPOM MOJOBUHBI X B.

Bo BpeMsi apXeoJorM4ecKkux pacKoIoK
namsiTHUKa T.A. X71eOHUKOBOW OBUTH BBISIBIICHBI
OCTaTKH paHHUX 0O0OPOHUTEIBHBIX COOPYKEHUH.
Onu npeacTaBisiIn cOO0W pOB MMPUHON 5—6 M U
r1yOuHOM — 2,7-2,8 M, a Tak)ke JIBa psjia 4acTo-
koia u3 OpeseH auameTpoM 10-20 cM, KOTOpbIe
pacnoiarajiich BAOJIb 3CKapIa U KOHTp-3cKapna
Ha pacCTOSHUU OT Kpas mocieanux 1,2-1,5 m.
3aduKCUpPOBaHBI M CJIEIBI HACHITU HEOOIBIIIOTO
BaJIa U3 MAaTEPUKOBOM KEITOM MIMHBI C BHYTPEH-
Hell cropoHb! pBa. Kak cunrana uccienoBareb,
UX CTPOUTENBCTBO NATUPYETCs BTOPOW MOJIOBH-
Hoii X B. ITo nabmonenusMm T.A. X1eOHUKOBOM,
9Ta CUCTEMa YKpEIUIEHUH B KOHIE X — Hayae
XI B. ObUTa TIEpecTpoeHa MyTeM 3aCBIIKU pPBa U
CHOCa YacTOKoJa, a TaKkke repeHoca 00OpOHU-
TEJIbHOMN JINHUU Ha HOBOE MECTO, YTO TEM CaMbIM
pacIIMPHIIO TUIOIAAKY ToceneHus (XIeOHNKOBa,
1964, c. 67-68). HccnenoBareneM Takxke ObLIO
BBIIBUHYTO CIPaBEUIMBOE INPEAMNOIOKEHUE U
0 COLMalIbHOM CcTaryce namsTHHKa: «Mamas
IIoHIalb TOPOJUINA TMPHU JOBOJBHO CHIBHBIX
YKPEIUIEHUSX €ro IMO3BOJISIET JAyMaTb, YTO OHO
BO3HUKIIO Kak (heoJanbHBIA 3aMOK» M MPOIOI-
JKaJlo CyIECTBOBAaTh Jajee KaK «...pE3UICHIMS
¢deomana ¢ eme Ooee MOIIHBIMH YKpEIUICHH-
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amu» (XneOHukoBa, 1964, c. 68). IlogoOHoe
BHJICHUE W MHTEPHPETALMS CTATyca TOPOAMILL HE
SBIISIETCS YEM-TO HCKIIOYUTEIBHBIM, a, Ha000-
POT, TOBOJILHO PACIPOCTPAHEHHBIM.

K coxanenuto, Ta cucrema Qopruduka-
LMOHHBIX COOPY)KEHUH, KOTOpas BU3YaJIbHO
dbukcupyeTcsi B Halle BpeMsl, [OKa HE HCCe-
JloBajack. MBI MOXEM JIMIIb KOHCTaTHPOBATh
(dakT 0 CXOKECTH paHHUX YKperuieHud TaHke-
esckoro I ropomguina ¢ bunsapckum. Ha nocnen-
HEM, OJIHAKO, OHM BO3BE/ICHBI B Ooliee paHHee
BpeMs. Bce e Hy)KHO OTMETHTB, 4TO, HECMOTPSI
Ha pa3jinyue MO MEPUOAY BO3HUKHOBEHMS ITHUX
COOPYKEHHUM, NEpPEeCcTpauBalOTCs OHU IpUMEp-
HO B OJMH U TOT K€ XPOHOJOTUYECKUH OTPE30K
— B Hauane XI B. Ilo-Buammomy, naHHbI GakT
HE SIBJISIETCS CIIy4ailiHbIM COBIA/ICHUEM U CBS3aH
C KAaKUMHU-TO OOIIMMH 3aKOHOMEPHOCTSIMU B
Pa3BUTHU HAyKH 00 YKPETUICHUSIX Oynrap.

AHJIpeeBCKOE TOPOJUIIE PACMOIArajoch
Ha BBICOKOM mpaBoM Oepery p. Kanmarop, neBo-
ro npuroka p. Boara. I'oponumie 3aHumMano Meic
BbIcOTOW 20 M, OrpaHMUYEHHBIH C 3amajza U rora
O€3bIMSIHHOM PEYKOH, a C BOCTOKA U CeBEpa OBpa-
ramMu. 3anuMaemas miomans — 2,7 ra. C 3amajg-
HOM M BOCTOYHOM CTOPOH IOCEJIEHUE 3alluiia-
JIOCh JIMHUSIMU YKPEIUJICHU! B BUJE JABYX BajlOB
u AByx pBoB. C 10ro-zamajaa OHO OTpa)xJanoch
OJHUM BaJIoM U pBOM. [1o MHEHHUIO ero uccieno-
Barens A.Il. CmupHOBa, ¢ 3TOI CTOPOHBI Haxo-
Jqunach 3a005I04€HHAs I0JIMHA PEKH, YTO CO3/1a-
BaJlo ectecTBeHHYI0 nperpaay (CmupHoB, 1962,
c. 28-29).

OOGOpOHUTENBHBIE COOPY)KECHHUSI MaMSITHU-
Ka M3yYaJIUCh apXEOJOTHMYECKON IKCIEIULINEN
A.Il. CmupHoBa B MecTax HUX HauOosbLIei
coxpaHHocTH. MccnegoBanuss B BOCTOYHOM
YacTH TOpOJMIIA MOKa3ajad, YTO NEepBOHAYaAIb-
HO TJIOLIA/b MOCETIeHHsI ObllIa OKpY>KEHAa BaJIOM
IUPUHOM 4,5 M, HACHITIAHHOM Ha CJIOHN orpe0eH-
HOTO uepHOo3eMa. CBsI3aHHBIN C HUM POB MPOCIIe-
’KeH He ObLI, T.K., BOBMOXKHO, OH OB BKJIIOYUCH
B 0oJiee MO3IHIOK O0OPOHUTEIBHYIO MpErpamy.
ITo muenuto A.Il. CmupHOBa, BO BpEMsI HCCIIENI0-
BaHUS TUIOLIAIKK TOPOAUIIA ObLTA PACUUIIICHBI,
a TakXe Ipyrue OCTaTKU NMepBOHAYaIbHBIX YKpe-
IUIEHUA B BMJIE ThIHA, OTPAXKIABIIEro Mocese-
Hue. OH ObLT clieNlaH U3 HEOUUIIEHHBIX OpeBeH,
JeXKaBIIMX B HampaslieHUW 1or—ceeep. OHU
uMmenu iy 3,8 M 1 mupuny 0,2-0,45 m. OtoT
TBHIH OBLJI MIPUCHITIAH HEOOBIIINM BaJIOM U3 MECKa
u yepHo3ema. C BHEIIHEH CTOPOHBI B 4 M Haxo-
JWIICS TIEpBOHAYaJIbHBINA POB IIMPUHON OT 2 110
4 M u 1yOouHoH, nocturasmeit 1,7 m. B camom
pPBY OBUIHM BBISBICHBI OCTAaTKH KOJjia, 3a0UTOTO B
nHo. Kak cumrtan A.Il. CMupHOB, «3TO OcCTar-

KU KOJIbEB, OOBIYHO MPOXOJUBIINX MO JHY PBOB
CPEIHEBEKOBBIX TOPOJIOB U 3aMKOB» (CMHpPHOB,
1962, c. 30).

HccnenoBareneM Obul Cl€ldaH BBIBOX O
TOM, YTO BHAuaje IOCEJIEHHE ObUIO YKpEIUIEHO
TBIHOM U PBOM, KOTOpbIE HE OTBEYAIU HHXKE-
HEPHBIM TPeOOBaHUSIM TOTO BPEMEHH M HOCHIIHU
BpeMeHHbIN XapakTtep. C 3TOH paHHEH CTEHOM
ObLT CBSI3aH U MEPBOHAYANIBHBIN Ball, BCKPBITHIN
B BOCTOYHOW YacTH, a TAaK)K€ Bajl HA TPAHUIIE C
3anajHbIM KpaeM Iiomanaku ropoauma (Cmup-
HOB, 1962, c. 31). 3aech, Takum 00pazoM, MbI
BUJUM HEKOTOPYIO Mapajieib ¢ paHHUMHU YKpe-
mieHussMu TankeeBckoro | ropoauina, 4to TaKxe
MOXET CIIY’)KUTh U JAATUPOBKOM HX BO3BEACHMUS,
T.€. BPEMEHEM He M03ke X B.

Topogume «/leBuunidi ropomok» pacno-
JlarajJoch Ha BBICOKOM HaJJIyrOBOM Teppace
neBoro Oepera p. Kama. [Tnomans, 3annmaemast
UM, cocrtasisuia okosio 0,8 ra. Ero ykperienus
COCTOSLTM M3 Bajia mupuHo 10—12 M u BeICOTOM
1o 1,5 m, u pBa mryOouHo# 1 M 1 mupuHO# 6—7 M.
Taxoke B JTMHUIO OOOPOHBI BXOAMIIN U OKPYIJIbIE
BO3BBIIICHUS — OCTaTKM OallleH uiu 0acTUOHO-
00pa3HbIX BBICTYIIOB.

ApXeonorn4eckre OXpaHHO-CIacaTeNIbHbIE
UCCJIEIOBAHUS TMaMITHHKA ObUIM TMPOBEACHBI
JIOBOJIBHO TI03[JHO, TOJIBKO BO BTOPOW IOJIOBH-
He 70-x rr. XX B. K aToMy BpeMeHu coxpass-
JIOCh JIMIIB J1Ba OallHeoOpa3HbIX BCXOJIMJICHUS.
Jlub oguH M3 HUX OBLI pacKkomaH B Mpolecce
paboT, a caMm BaJl Tak U OCTAJICSI HEU3YUECHHBIM.
Ero uccnenosarenem, I[1.H. Crapoctunbim, Oblia
BBISIBJICHA HACBINb, CIOKEHHAs U3 TEMHO-CEPOIl
CYNIECH C BKJIIOUEHHEM KpPAacCHOBATOIO CYITIMHKA
¥ MMeBIIasi MOIHOCTh 10 60 cm. uametp ee
cocTaBisl okosio 16 M. Cam 000POHUTENBHBII
POB MMeEI MEPBOHAYAIBHYIO IIUPUHY OKOJIO 4 M
U TIyOuHy okono 1,5 M. 3acnmykuBaeT BHUMa-
HUSI €r0 KOHTP-3CKapIl, KOTOPBIN ObLT 00IUIIOBAaH
KyCKaMU M3BECTHSKaA JJIs IPEJOXPAHEHUS CKIIO-
Ha OT OILJIbIBA.

Bo Bpemsi m3yuyeHusl LIEHTpaJIbHONW 4YacTH
Haceimu [I.LH. CrapocTuHBIM OBUIO BBISBICHO
6onee 50 sIMOK ¢ ocTaTkaMu JPEBECHOW TPYXH.
Kak cumran uccienoBarenb, OCHOBHAsl UX 4acTb
CITy’KWJTa JIJIsl KpEeTUICHHS TPyHTa oA GyHIAaAMEHT
JIEpEBSIHHOM OalllHW, BHIHECEHHOW 3a Ipeelbl
cTeH. MHTepecHa M naTMpoBKa caMoro namsT-
Huka. Ero QyHKUMOHMpOBaHHE OTHOCHUTCA K
XI-XII BB. (Crapoctun, 1985, c. 35-37, 38).
Takum oOpaszom, TN ykpemieHui «JleBuubero
rOpO/IKa» T0OBOJIBHO OPUTHMHAJIEH IO CPABHEHUIO
C JIpYTMMH OOOPOHUTEIILHBIMU COOPYXEHUSIMU
Bomxkckont bynrapun. Hampumep, BBIHOC 3THX
y370B OOOpPOHBI 3a Mpeaeibl OCHOBHOW JTMHUU
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CTeH IO3BOJISJI HE TOJBKO BECTH (IaHKUPYIO-
Uil 00CTpen MOJACTYMAIOIIEr0 MPOTHUBHHUKA.
BrI3bIBaeT Takke HHTEpEC HE COBCEM paBHOMEP-
HOE pacnpe/iesIeHue 3TUX BBICTYNOB MO NIEpUMe-
TPy KpEenocTHOU orpaabl. Tak, B OHOM Cily4yae
MeXOallleHHOEe  MPOCTPAHCTBO  COCTABIISIIO
15-20 M, B apyrom — 45-50 M, B TpeTbeM —
oxoio 40 M. He wmckiroueHo, 4To HEOOJbIIAs
JUTMHA KypTUHBI' B IEPBOM OTMEUYEHHOM CITy4yae
TOBOPUT 00 MMEBIIEMCS 3/1€Ch B CPETHEBEKOBHE
JIOTIOTHUTEILHOM TPOE3/I€ BHYTPb TOPOJMIIIA.
Cronb 65nM3K0€e pa3MenIeHne KpernocTHhIX OalieH
OTHOCHUTEINILHO IPYT Apyra IPUMEHSJIOCH B IPEB-
HOCTH JIMIIb JJISl 3aIIUTHI BOPOT KaK Hambosee
ySI3BUMOTO DJIEMEHTA B cUCTeMe 000pOHBI. Bhesn
U BBIE3J] MOT' OCYILIECTBISATHCS MO MEPEKUJIHO-
My MOJIBEMHOMY MOCTY WJIH JCPEBSIHHOM amma-
penu. Ilocneansist B ciiyyae OMacHOCTH MorIjia
OBITh JIETKO yHHMUTOXXeHa. Kakum jxe oOpazom
OCYUIECTBIIAJIACH CBSI3b IUIOMIAJIKU TOCEJICHUS
c OamrHsIMH, OCTaeTcsi HeBbIACHEHHBIM. CKopee
BCET0, 3TO MPOUCXOAUIIO MPHU MOMOIIH EPEKUI-
HBIX MOCTKOB.

Haunbonee panHue aHanoruu 3ToMy namsr-
HUKY uMeroTca B CpegHell A3uu, a Takxke cpeau
HEKOTOPBIX  PAHHECPETHEBEKOBBIX  YTOPCKUX
ropomui FOxHoro Ypana u 3aypanbs (pes-
Henmue rocynapersa Kaskaza u Cpeaneit Aszum,
1985, c. 439; I'enunr, EBnokumos, 1969; Unnau-
Ha, 1991, c. 146). [locnennuii dakt mpeanono-
KUTEIBHO MOXXET TOBOPUTb U O IPOUCXOXK[E-
HUK cTtpouteneil «JleBnubero roponka». Benp,
KaK M3BECTHO, YTOPCKOE HACEJICHHE MPUHUMAIIO
aKTUBHOE y4YacTHUE B CIOXKeHUU bynrapckoro
rocylapcTBa, 0COOEHHO B JIOMOHIOJIbCKOE BPEMSI
(Kazakos, 2007).

Bce ykperuienHble mnoceneHusi oObenu-
HSIOTCA OMHUM (haKTOM — MOJABJsIOIee OOJb-

IIMHCTBO MX PACHOJIOKEHO HaJl YPOBHEM pEK
WIN py4ybeB Ha BblcoTe oT 10 u Gosee MeTpoB.
Jlymaercs, 4To 3TO JajleKko HE CIy4aiHo, T.K.
nofoOHas TEHAEHIMS MMela MecTo M B Oolee
paHHUE BpEMEHA HauyuHasi C JMOXU NEepBOOBIT-
HOCTH, CO BPEMEHHU TIOSBIICHUS TEPBBIX YyKpe-
IUICHHBIX TIOCEJICHUM Ha Teppuropuu Ypaio-
[ToBomkbs B HeonmuTe-dHeonuTe (I'yOaiimymmuH,
2007, c. 84-85; I'yGaiaynnun, 2009, c. 43-47).
Cnenyer ckaszaTb, 4YTO TaKOE€ pacCIOJIOKEHUE
TOPOJIMI HUKAK HE MOIJIO SIBJISITHCSI CJIEIICTBUEM
KoseOaHust BoAbl B pekax. [lomoOHOTO BBICOKO-
rO TOJHSTHS BOAHOTO YPOBHSI MPOCTO HE MOIJIO
ObITh. Ilo-BuAMMOMY, CyLIECTBOBAIM HECKOJb-
KO MHbIE (DaKTOPBI, CBA3aHHBIE C YHUCTO 0OOpPO-
HUTEJBHBIMU  (QYHKIUSMH NaMATHUKOB. Croma
MOTJIM BXOJIUTHh ()YHKIUU HAOIIOICHHS, CTEIICHb
CHOLLEHUS C MPUJIETaroleil MECTHOCThIO-3CIIa-
HAJIOI?, cekTopa o0cTperna, BOBMOXHOCTH OTpa-
’KEHUS MPSAMOTO IUTYpMa U JIp.

[TpuMeHuTENHHO K 001IEMY OOJIMKY paHHEN
dopTuduKauy pernoHa UMeeTCsl U HeMaJIOBaX-
Hasl JIeTallb, KACAIOIIAsACS MPUPOTHBIX 3aIIUTHBIX
CBOICTB JIECOB, KOTOpBIE YCHEIIHO HCIOJb30-
Banmuch B XVII-XVIII BB. pycckumu crpenbla-
MU IIpH ycTpoiicTBe 3acek. CoBpeMeHHbIE Jieca,
3aHUMAIOIME CEroHs HeOOJbIINe IJIOLIA/IH,
SBJSIOTCSL  OCTaTKaMHU  T'POMAJHBIX  JIPEBHUX
necHbIXx MaccuBoB (BopoOwes, 1957). Onu He
MO3BOJISLIIM CBOOOTHO MEPEBUTaThCs, KPOME KaK
M0 ONPEJEJICHHBIM JI0pOraM U MaplipyTam, 4To
TaKK€ HE MOIJIO HE OTIOXKUTb CBOW OTIEYaTOK
Ha MPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE pa3MEILIEeHUE TOPOAMILI,
KOTOPBIE HE TOJBKO KOHTPOJIMPOBAIH Pa3InYHbIE
MYTH, HO U MOTJIM CIY>KUTh MPEMSATCTBUEM JIJIs
BTOPKEHHS BO3MOKHOTO MTPOTHBHHUKA.
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ON THE BULGARIAN FORTIFICATION OF THE X-XI CENTURIES
ON THE TERRITORY OF THE KAMA RIVER REGION

A. M. Gubaidullin

The article is devoted to some issues of fortification of the settlements of one of the main regions that
were part of the Bulgarian state, which are the forest-steppe territories located in the left bank of the Volga and
Kama rivers. It is here that one of the earliest monuments of the Bulgars, dating from the 10th century, is lo-
cated. Archaeological studies of the Bulgarian fortified settlements and their defensive structures make it pos-
sible to trace the development of fortification in the territory of the Volga Bulgaria for several centuries. Quite
"simple" objects of defense of the initial period of the history of the formation of this state are the basis for sub-
sequent more powerful construction, built of wood and earth. Despite the small number of early fortification
monuments known to date, we have an idea of the main types of defensive structures of this time. In addition
to the fortified settlements themselves, this area was also protected by a "natural fortification", for example,
forests that existed in antiquity and were used for defense for several centuries, until the X VII-XVIII centuries.

Keywords: archaeology, the Middle Ages, Volga Bulgaria, topography, ancient settlements, fortifica-
tion.
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